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DIVING SAFETI 
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The importance of diving safety cannot be overemp~.asizedc, St.riot rules are 
set dmrn in the Divin,g.Manuals and other directives and disregard for those 
rules ia not onlJr unsafe but is not eltl!'lrt.o It shou1.d be .firmly kept in mind that tU7T 
di'rine accide:nt of consequenee lll-ul ba investigated» and misc;:;practices an 
certain to come to lighto So if' you are one ot the few who don !Jt believe 1n 
satev j perhaps you think enough of· yo1Jr own sld.n to make certain that youi" divas 
are made by t.'he booko 

SHORE DUTY 

Elsetfhere in this issue you will find. a call for request~ for duty at EDU 
mKi a. r!ln-deiw:tl on the Sea/Shore prog;rart'l" One additional tact. to help you make 
up your minds is that there are only enough snore diving jobs available to take 
care of about ha.lf' the divers coming i'l"om seao So don 11 t take a ch;uk~& on getting 
out or ·t;he business entire]¥ lP eome to EDiJ R 

'l'he School and the Unit have been very active lately in extracurricular 
diving .5obso School petraonnel reoently laid beach gear and were otherwise 
instrum•3ntal :tn renoating an 1ST aground in the fotomc RiV€1l"o Two dro'WDSd 
boys we:tte ree:>vered recently also = one by the School and the1 other bT S~bool 
and Uni·~ coop:~ration., Othe1• routine diving jobS around the DoOeo area never 
seem to endo 

. Now that l'trarm weather is hero and the girls are waterstdJ.ng in tL.e cove~ I 
have ti:nallq ·eomznenc:ed my cross""train:tngo So tar I have bad J1W surface demolition 
and the LOI s.!lvage projecto ·SCUBA canes next and then on to t~ restA The 
Qourse :is me :)ll'llDSnded to all hands and the nico thing is you don nt even have to 
ask far orders to ito Itlls automa:tico 

\<Te bava. jllSt completed distribution o.f hundreds oi' Activ1.ty Diving Logsv . 
so you :should have yours by now,o. Each major diving activity rates two and minor 
diving •activities and cliving shore ErtatioM get oneo If' yom•s basn 11t arrivedg 
let us know a·1d we w:Ul sand oneo Also il you need extra copies"' 

I 

The queetlon has coma· t'!P regardin.g what type of' diving gE1ar should be wO'l"D 
for req·1.1alifieation diveeo 't1b:ile you should maintain proficteney 1n all types 
or equipment .ror which initially q~ified9 raquali£ica.tion (!an be done in aJ\T 
kind ot equip::nent ... even a long snorkt•lo 
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IUm inelttding this so you will lmow it hasnet been forgotteno Actual~ 
the progrs.m is moving right along and proposed scales have be:en seto The oncy 
major i1~su3 n•3t yet resolved is t~' set rata tor EOD and UDT diversQ otherwise 
the plau is t'1le same as outlined :in previows "FACEPLATE" issuesQ 

SERVICE) TO CIVILIAR3 

lt may" bG of interest to certain ships and stations who hAw been oa.ll•d on 
to provide diving aid for civ.i.lians or to treat civi 11ans .tor c!iving accidents 
that a cba.rge should be made tor the serviceso Navy Reg1i ~Ue1e authorizes 
work9 :1n emrgencies, prior to payi~Sntj but indicates that cbai-ges shall ba ma.deo 
Information regarding 'ftmy& and means and amounts Jllll' be found in the NavOompt 
1-1anualo The '1emergeney" basis tor any work done is importan1; 1n most areas as · 
you ean get i'nto trouble with the local divers by taking aey ot their businesso 

SALVAOEg REP~:IR2 .o~ _!_RADJINO DIV~? 

The FACEPtATE bas previous~ published articles relating to diving pay and 
various conditions under which a diver may bcJ antitJ.ed to exi;ra componsationo 
In spite o£ these guide lines, JDatW diving activities continue to abuse the 
liberal intar;>retationa available under Article Aah202, Bul'el'S l1anualbl to ·(;he 
extent tbat t'~ere is a movement &toot to eliminate the $SoSO an hour for salwge 
or repair divas in arder to remove temptation of Eramo 

'l'he gel18l'al. impression seemingly existing among divers 1~: that "ever,ycme 
else is doing it9 so why not maf11 The diving officers are mEddng very liberal . 
interpr•:~tatio·ns to provide increased incentive and improve d:tver moraleo This 
is mora:Uy wrlllg as we all knowo 

It :ts believed that all. diving is hazardous and the degr~1e or baza:rd should 
not havt to bs aseertainedo If' this is true9 a FIAT RATE of increased diving 
pay for each class of diver should prove equitable and accep1..able to the entire 
diving ·_progra-n.., At least the present inequit1es9 where tend~1r divers, and 
shore b:1sed diving activities are the only ones nald.ng addit:.onal high rates 
o£ pay8 would not existo Far example8 one diTer is reported to have dra1m over 
$720o00 for a one month pay per1od 8 diving in depths of 8 teot to S' feetJ using 
"open sea or .adverse weather conditions" as justllicationo 'l"his would require 
six divas per day9 five days per weeko Ianot it reasonable to suppose that the 
weather or sea conditions would improve over a whole month poriod? 

These types of abuses are being investigated by the Navy Regj.onal Accounts 
Of'.ficero let 0s clean up these existing abuses in order that we may ~>resent a 
strong ease for pay increases by proving that the present scnles is inadequate 
in not providing enough compensation commensurate with the ausumed riskso 

In the mantime KEEP YOUR GIN SKIRTS CLEANS Risks of FA~~ CHECKAOES AND . 
DISCIPLINARY ACTION are seldom worth the e:>...:U. money or a ru::I.Ded naval carearo 
Commanding Officers s.nd diving officers should be earef'ully discriminating in 
their certifications of' EN'l'ITmlENT TO EXTRA PAY o 
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EDU ADMD.YJ:STRA TION ......... .. -- • LCDR Go 0 o POPUN, USN 

This office llaS on l'lla7\Y' occasions· had inquiries about the procedure or 
poliey in the assignment of Divers; ioeo Ship to Shore and Shore to Seao 

The present procedure is through the preference shown or indicated in zour 
SHORVEY-= SEAVEY Cards that zou fill ou*o '!'his card is minta.ined and screened 
by the shore duty assignment desk tor d!verso The assignment desk maintail'ls . 
the requireJEnts or needs of the various neets (D!DCFAC -Pacific) (SERVLAlfl' m. 

Atlantic)o EPDOPAC and SERVLAN'l' make the decisim which T!FE Commander bas the 
greatest need for a diver and the 'lYPe Commander gifts Servlant or EPDOPAC 
their particular needs on a given ship in their .f'orceo In going .from ship to 
shore duty is where the divers request {as illdicated on the SHORVEY Card) ie 
given the fullest consideration for locality in so far as it is possible to do 
soo If you request for il'lst.a.nce, shore duty 1n Washington, DoCo area {PRNC) "" 
you will 99 times out of 100 be assigned in the Washington, DoCo (PRNC) areao 
This also holds tr\JS in allY' other request for duty in a .given Naval. District 
in so far as it is possible to do soo· Ncm hear+this· all DiwroU When you 
indicate in your SHORVEY Card for In6tructars nii(i 15e abSOi'Uf.efy sure this :f.s · 
exac~ what you want .... Bul'ers handles ·and assigns you direct to a given duty» 
tfie val District personnel oi'ficer has no string on )"0119 

ALL DIVER os NO'l.'E 1 

There will be at least six (6) vacancies for Diver 11 s Fir:1t Class here at 
the Experl.1nental Diving Unit by 1 January 19S9o The Experim3ntal Diving Unit 
is Shore Du1:Qr in the· PRNC Washington, DoCo Areao 

i IDU PERSONNEL 

Gec-zoge Wo MC CUL10UGH9 GMC(DV) 9 USN was transfeiTed to the Fleet Reserw9 
at UoSo Naval Ordnance Test Station, China Lake, California •3n 2 J~ l958o 
MC CULtOUGH is now a "civilian" diver with U.o'SolifeOoT~So Bea·i; or luck Mco 

Paul G(l, PHIFER, (ENl Retired) recently turned in his whi·~e hat ·tor that of 
a cbiefo The happy event took place on J,ey 16, 1958o PH!FJmt is being 
transferred in the near future to the US~ PIAUTE (ATF ... l$9) J ,eongratulations on 
yaur promotion and best of luck in yov:r new jo'b9 

William Go fischer 31 BM11 USN is another of our near .future transferees o 
Fischer· is bOU'itd far an ASR in Key Westo 'This notice is :Ul:tamed as a warning 

· to aU· the residents in the Key \-lest Areao Good luck Fische:~o 

Fo1.'o Stricklandt~ GMC 9 tf>N was renently relieved by BoLo Powel19 TMC, USN 
as the Master Diver in Charge, EOUo Strick'ta.nd is also plmming to leave in 
the near .tuture, to date howaver9' Strickl.an& ·bas no idea of where he· is goingo 
Good lttck in your new job wherever it may beo 
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New Projects underw-ay at the Experimental Diving Unit which may be of interest 
to you are as foll~rsi 

ao A.s mntioned in the last issue of FACEPLATE we are evaluating two 
mouthpiece Q mounted demand valves (UoSo Diveros "Aquamatie" and Rose Avantionns 
"FRO" J o A thii'd mpdel, by 1Jorth1111 is now on the market and it is being added 
to th~ projecto_ 

bo A lighweight9 cheap hose clamp aa a possible substitute for the brass8 
screw type clamp on tha standard deep-sea diverlls hose coupting is being 
evaluatedo 

Co Three different models of lightwe1gbt1 easy-to-handle underwater stud 
guns~ vel~~ty powered (powder actuated) are under evaluationo These guns are 
not intended to eomplete4r. replace the old wnr-time leA gear but it is hoped ·that 
they will- prove safe and handy to the point that it will be feasible to issus 
them to all. diving activitieso These units .arG. lightweight and simple to 
operataJ they are essentially underwater adaptatione of the vJ&,tl;r used velocity
rowered stud driver used in carpentry and masonr,y work noW ciayso · 

d.~ Northill has worked over their Air ... Lung ·and supposedly reduced the 
breathing resistance by improved internal partso The improved units have just 
been received and will be evaluated in the next Couple of monthso Thi's work is 
a direct result of reports from the field of high breathing resistance (fran 
tmderwate:r swimmers school) ~nd represents what can be done if you will promp~ 
and clearly rapo.rt deficiencies in ~earQ 

eo The qua. ... tung tool ldt, an early' prototype of which was demonstrated to 
several East Coast Activities by Master Diver PMLLe bas been redesigned and 
a later prototype eonstructedo This item should be available yet this yearo 

DIVERS LIFE LINE AND TELEPHONE CABIE 

The re'c&nt1_.y issued BuShips Uotice. 9940 ot 12 Ma;y l9S8 advises that the 
subject cable (new type) is not yat available for issuei) BuSb:tps Notice 9940 
or 17 October 19S6 advised that the new S conductor cable being issued was 
defective and was being remoVed .from the supply' systemo Stocks or the old 
conductor cable are all goneQ All diving activities are cautioned to take good 
care or the old cables which are on handv. The .new {'l)pe DLT) ca!de should be 
in the supply system later this yearo 

SEALING CONPOUND FOR SCUBA· FITTIN'GS 

In the overhaul maintenance or scuba (open and closed circuit) an oxnen 
sealing compound is specified am should always be used in maldng up threaded 
joints and couplingso NavShips 394.:0056 (AquasLung Instruction Book) ll Section 
61) Table 5 (corrective mainten.a.nce) calls for a sealing compound identified as 
ftKey Absolute Type B Oxygen Sealing Compomn" manufaettn"ed by' Key Coos East 
StoLouis ll Illinois o . 
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A liM;lc3 back tracking indicates •c;he above compon .. 'l'ld is in the supply systmaQ 
It conforms to Militar-.r Specification !>1Jl,...,T~542B and is identified as 
(aviation) Stock Noo Re8030...~30 ... ,234=G600o Price $o042 per one pound tube or 
eano The above military- specification includes physiological provisions as 
well as ax:idiation proviaionso The indiscrirninant use of pipe and joint 
sealing compounds or ordinary lzy'drocarbon lubricants should be ca.r~fully avoided 
in making up jointsin diverns ·breathing. systems, including installed<'iilti~ and 
Hs02 diving rigs and all scuba~ -We reconnnend you note the stock· number in your 
a~1ommca lists and overhaul manual and keep a supply of it on hando 

REVISED ~LANS FOR HELIU!-1 HELMET 

Chief BoLo Pa-iELL1 TMC(DV) ba.s recent]Jr assisted in coordinating with 
BuShips on the preparation of new and revised plans for the Helium Helmet and 
cpmponent parts .this vork gets the plane. up to date with the current helmeto 
Following are the BuS hips plan numbers and t:i. tles t 

l7S4316. 

1?;4317 ·. 

1895021 

189,022 

189~041 

Revo B 

Revo A 

Revo A 

Revo A 

Be(~ ;·'iuing Helmet Assembltr 
Check ValveD Elbati9 ·Aspirator Body and non Ring 
De·~ils He02 Diving Helmat · 

lfe02 Diving Helmet CaDister Details 

He02 DiVing Helmet Location of Fittings 

He<l2 DiVing HaJ..met Ail" Duct Details 

Suggest all He02 activities order an~ have on board a set of these planao. 
Order direct from BuShipso, 

UNDF.3WATER TELEV!SIOI~ 

The underwater television team has been busy investigating optimum methods 
of illumination for using television in turbid wa.tero This vork proved to be 
of an iirrnediate practical. use last month when they were called upon to aid in 
the search for a downed aircraft . in the Chesapeake Bay- Areao 

Unfar-iiuna tely there was no advance notice and C<?nsequent!cy- the only rig 
which vo available was one which was designed for stationary use in the · 
determination of the range and resolution o£ underwater televisipn systems"' 
This rig is somewhat cumbersome and is not vGll suited far sEJarching procedureso. 

HC~~fever, by some rapid jury rigging they were able to begin searching in 
the area of the crasho A maximum visibili t;r of about three .f.'eet was encoun·~ed9 
requiring that the camera be kept very close to the bottomo This fact plus the 
unwieldiness of the rigging f'inaUy resulted in a collision of the camera and 
lighting assemb:cy- with an Wlidenti£19d object" · · 

ForttmB.tely none of the equipment was serfousq damaged and all of it was 
recoverad.o It was hotfever, in no condition for a continua.tJ.on of the search 
and the television phase of the search was discontirmed? 

In .spite of the misbapJJ the searching attempt was successful from the point 
of view of demonstrating some of the potential of undentater televisions and 
va1uable experience was gainedo 

'· ~ 
., "'·#AHir~~r•:'iiett'tfitWffi'''nn r , · . ·'fiv¥&4' ·, 
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At the present time the medical departmentat the Experimental Diving Unit 

bas several projects on the boolreo 

CDR J oF o SNIDER, aviation psychologist, in conjunction tdth CAPT G oJ o 
DUFli"NER are determining the suscetptibUity of divers to decompression sicknesso 

There is a need for adequate carbon diadde absorbents in closed circuit9 
semi-closed circuit,. mixed gas and helitlJil-aqgen divingo An epluation of all 
carbon dioxide absorbents available to us is to be started soono This may pave 
the way for the dis covary- of a new efficient· non-caustic absorbent to be used 
in all types of diving where the need exists 9 

DIVING SCHOOl, - . !CDR ULL.lUCH, US'N 

The f1rsi; 26 week "all purpose" course o£ instruction fa~ Diver First 
Class ~'hich c:onvened 011 2 June is moving along Wallo Graduates of the 26 week 
course will 'be designated as D:tvar First Class and will meet all the qualif'ice.i:.ions 
of' the old D:tver First Class plllfJ those qualifications formerly reqUired of 
Salvage~ Diva:t'So. Scuba training <~ontinues to l>e the major stumbling bl®cko 
Attriti.on from failure to m~et scuba qualifications is running close to 20 
per cer.rb9 The chief' dif'ficul ty seems to be lack or physical conditioning and 
lack of' prof~.cianey in swimmingo Future candidates would do well to "get in 
sha.pe" pl"ior to reoorting and to brush up on their swimming techniqueso 
Ability to meet scuba qualifieat:tons. is a "must" and those wt;o .fail to do so 
are d!fopped !'rom the course of instructiono · 

Based on advance orders to the new 26 week course~ it appears that the new 
currietitum htls mat wholehearted approval b,y the diving fleet~ The class 
scheduled to convene on 4 August has an enrol.l.lmnt to date or 249 the 6 
October class has 23 enrolled and advance orders of 10 men are held for the 
1 Deeeribet~ class.., Graduates o£ the course of instruction ha.ve 11 almost without 
exoept1.on1 been ordered to duty nboard diving type thipso 

Th€1 new 1.ndividua.l Diverus Log is being printed and should be available 
by 1~ August6~ This log will be the personal property or the diver P.nd wUl 
serYe nmeh the same pUl'pose as an avia.torus :f.'light logo A record (If;! ~iacll 
individual d1.ve will be contained in this log as well as a Diving Duty S'l.1ll1mal'y' 
Sheet 'trhicb 1-lillprorlda s1lllll'!lation o£ all the div-lng performed while attached 
to a particular div-lng activity'o InstrUctions for maintaining the Diver0s Log 
are pr1.nted on the inside of the bindero 

011.ginal distril;mtion of the individual "Diver 11 s Log and Diving Sl.1Il'mlal"Y' 
Sh<-iets will be made by this activit,yo FutUre classes will be issued a Log 
when they commence the course of instructiono It is believed that this 
personal log will be a source of interest .to the individual diver as well as a 
great rdd to the Divlng Officer ::.n evaluating the ability of a diver and in 
assiglrl.ng pe~"~sonnel to various diving jobso SECNAV NOTICE lOBS or 6 1<1ay l9S8 
ccmtaina ins .. :.ruetions for preparation o£ the. new Record of Dive Form (Nll.VPF..RS 
2540/Nll.VCOI·lPT 2039)o This form nill be completed far each dive made9 and a 
copy £:.led on the right side of ·(;he Diverus Logo 

Wttr"'@ v'Y ttf•·•f·_.rtt"fi/·"'dritftSidf'b<c "t6tti'N~(frf·~tf· £' -. 'ttrt?ttf" .• ¥¥e. ~4,- .. ~stcte"e"-·,· ·~~::, ·:~.;··*, w&'Y$W¥''f""~W~«:0~;~t,;;3;j·,.._~ .. ;c."=~~~:~~k:.V~i 
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,\ ,;,,.[ i;·: :~b: 1.,c i·i.t.:: · . .'IL'Fl :.,.~ t>nt.Zrx::. g3~;t';j Com.;:u·:l .. lJ'i >)i'fi:;•;J:t: Htd U: Fi,x:. · 
it~ ·:.it:~tll'.'i;:,f;; or d:i:nng op8:cat::.ons rme:t infP.: ns t.bnt pe2··so:me'l u:S~!.rg; :3wJ.ba E.e:::;:> 
in d1:t·L-;g ":-l:->:!'1::9 trainl:~t~ ani.': 'PnJ.i.i"'.lm·tJon d5.vess l~~ l£! ~~·!!~~~ .~·.~'.!E':;~e 

~) A.l~.s g:radua1:.es of the course of instruction offered by ons of tLost::l 
acrt'-v:Lties authorized 1J:r ·tihe Clu.er of Naval Fersom1el to train and d.err!.grtatr,l 
ecuc:.~~ d.verso Activit:tes so at'lthorized Sl'e lis·ted. in BuShips InstrucrM.on 
l.'?OOo:t!)Co 

L conaide:~:ahle chn.:uga in S·t.."l.f.f Persc~m1el ba.s oc:;mrred since the lJ:u::t. :''.m:~K~ 
o:'? Ft.~:lE.~~lATS 11:i:~ i;he a\~:~·ee\,;,~ 

ClHBCtm HOrlTON1 form:3r l::r~ T.t) of t.he Divers School is· enrrn.r~.a to 'Uf•S 
SUNB!JD (ASR=l.S') q He ·~dll 'bu :•'apla.eGd by CHBOSN F o ·1_.., 13URNETrl 'Who w..U.l 
cor·.p}.~~te ·~he C01ll'SG of :Lus·i;r,lcrf~:t.on on 1 Septen1ber~ · 

1Jr P ol!:o \HSE, f'or'lT.m> XoO~ of USS GREENLE'I1 (ASR~.,to) will l .. elieva W!tR 
tLIRICH as Tra.intng Officer :ln J~arly Augusto !.CDR ULlRICH will :repor-!i to 
t.hs U:3S rnTBEL (ASR~14) as CaOn 

F·o.rm.e~ instrue-:.O."t"S 11' aEo 0 11NlliJ:EY$' ¥Jil9 M.i.\ JoG, TAL!.Ali'l'" F;Mllil 11erf;: 
!l'Oll'JJtad to ENSlG!~, mo., ou :~ ~rucy 1958 0 LeGe. RENEGARD, GMU~ Wi1S appaj.ntecl 
\:~a:rrtr!lt Offieer$ v-J,.,.l~ ou 30 ,flBll.~·~ 'fhey \.rare C(Flsponaors of a £:tne ~:rr:rliting 
co~m ?~.rt::r9 and needless to say 'cT~:re baptized in t.he Cl'y'Btal cleal" An..~c1oat:1n 
Hi~.rer~ sans diving gea:ro Thzy avndad the dunking by various (i.Enious moans 
lt!t nll W!3l'e eventually eapt;Jrc:3d l'UJ.d tost~ed :tn(, Mi•o OllMALL'EY is anrou~.e to 
L.Sc Sill-l'B!llD (A.Sl-~""'1,)) fcrr du'i:,ye; Y.~r., ~~LLAN'.r w.Ul oo detached in Noveni'::cn.• to 
:oint USS OPPORTUNE (Aa.Se:hl)., Gunnel~ RENEGAR has ~~ported to EoOoDo School. 
~ .. t Indian Head, Naryla:r1d. for a. ~~curse of .instructiono Our sincara 
(;Onf;ratulations and bast. wia'hS9 .t'ol." z~.l\)r f'utttre happy aruiseso As :f.s ~tpp~.l~tltt'~., 
i.'he Diving Sehoc1l. -.ms C~srta.inJ"'y 1J<l11 :t·et)l"esented i11 ·the recsni~ l.DO and v1a:r.r.-n:r~.".:; 
Oi'i'icer a•3lection p:~:ogramo 

Aoli" o WJLSONt> FPC~ w-as rec€tnt4'" ¢1.et.a.1~had. o.nd n11 report ·G.o USS GRGEULET 
(ASI~·=lO) o Good tuck in Aloha Ia.ndo 

. r < 
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